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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The people stand. 

Candle Lighting: see insert 

The people remain standing 

The Processional Hymn “Prepare the Way of Zion. . .”                               Hymnal1982 #65 

Verse 1 

Prepare the way, O Zion, 

your Christ is drawing near! 

Let every hill and valley 

a level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, 

foretold in sacred story. 

Refrain 

Oh, blest is Christ that came 

in God’s most holy Name. 

 

 

 

 

Verse 2 

He brings God’s rule, O Zion; 

he comes from heaven above. 

His rule is peace and freedom, 

and justice, truth, and love. 

Lift high your praise resounding, 

for grace and joy abounding.   Refrain 

Verse 3 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 

your Savior’s rule embrace. 

His tidings of salvation 

proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow before him, 

their voices will adore him.   Refrain 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us; but if we 

confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 



3 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest continues 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 

way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 

greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. .Amen. 

The Lessons 

The people sit. 

The First Lesson                                           Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the spirit of counsel and might,  

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
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the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw  

        like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Response                                                        Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 

and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 

and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 

who alone does wondrous deeds! 

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 

and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen. Amen. 

The Second Lesson                         Romans 15:4-13 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the 

God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
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in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth 

of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order 

that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; 

and again he says, 

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 

and again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; 

and again Isaiah says, 

"The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 

shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The people stand for the Gospel Proclamation 

The Gradual Hymn “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ” v. 1 and 2      Hymnal1982 #75 

Verse 1 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 

a call from the ways untrod: 

Prepare in the desert a highway, 

a highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted, 

the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places 

where the Lord our God may go! 

Verse 2 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, 

get thee up to the heights and sing! 

Proclaim to a desolate people 

the coming of their King. 

Like the flowers of the field they perish, 

like grass our works decay, 

the power and pomp of nations 

shall pass like a dream away; 

The Holy Gospel                                                Matthew 3:1-12 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 



7 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 

going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit 

worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will 

gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gradual Hymn “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ” v. 3            Hymnal1982 #75 

but the word of our God endureth, 

the arm of the Lord is strong; 

he stands in the midst of nations, 

and he will right the wrong. 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 

the lambs he’ll gently hold; 

to pastures of peace he’ll lead them, 

and bring them safe to his fold. 

The people sit. 

The Sermon                                              The Rev. Justine Guernsey 

The people stand. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 
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    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

         and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 

         in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 

The prophet John the Baptist preached a message of repentance which would bear fruit in the 

lives of those who heard him. As we await the coming of the Christ Child, let us offer to God 

our prayers for all people, saying: 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

Response: hear our prayer. 

Empower your Church to guide your people with wisdom and righteousness and to declare 

the good news of your coming in this present time. 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

Response: hear our prayer. 

Help us to welcome one another in your name. May we be encouraged by scripture and be 

filled with hope in all joy and peace as we faithfully await your arrival in our lives. 
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Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

Response: hear our prayer. 

Continue to raise up holy prophets among us who will preach a gospel of repentance and 

salvation. Prepare our hearts for the coming of your kingdom. 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

Response: hear our prayer. 

Comfort those who cry out to you in their own wilderness, for those in despair, for those who 

suffer in silence and for those whose needs are known to you alone. 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

Response: hear our prayer. 

Grant that the souls of the departed may share the joy of all who have been witnesses to the 

message of salvation, especially Nancy Alford Panganiban, Alisha Elmendorf, Katie Cassidy, 

Ellsworth Nathan March, Marion Collins, James Oliver Moon and John Viebrock. May they 

enter into the fullness of your presence for which they lived continually in hope. 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

Response: hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: We offer these prayers to you, O God, in penitence for what is past and in faith 

that your work in us will bear fruit as we seek to do your will. Trusting in your word… “the 

wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid...and a little child shall 

lead them.” Amen. 

Celebrant & People 

Parish Prayer for Mission: Heavenly Father, we ask you to help us fulfill our mission, to 

worship you in a loving community, to support people on their Christian Journey, and 

to empower disciples for service, so that we can bring Jesus to each other and to the 

world.  Amen. 

All stand. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

The people sit. 

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

Celebrant 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

Offertory Hymn                                                                                         St. Stephen’s Choir 

The people stand. 
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The Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; Praise 

him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord 

People And of thine own have we given thee. 

Eucharistic Prayer A   

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in 

him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph  

to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the  

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

      Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

      Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 

your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 

reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.   

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread              

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
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A period of silence is kept. 

Then may be sung or said 

Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

grant us thy peace. 

The Prayer of Humble Access            

People and Celebrant 

We do not presume to come this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to 

gather up the crumbs under thy Table.  But thou art the same Lord whose property is 

always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear 

Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 

us.  Amen. 

Celebrant 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

For those unable to worship in person with us today, we include this prayer 

In Union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 

Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I 

present to you my soul and my body with the earnest desire that I may continually be 

united to you. And since I cannot now receive you with my own faith community, I 

beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Strengthen me with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this 

life and in the life to come. Amen.  

(Spiritual Communion Prayer adapted from the Armed Forces Prayer Book, 1951) 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
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strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Celebrant  

May the peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God and of his Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                                        Hymnal1982 #616 

Verse 1 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 

great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

Verse 2 

He comes with succor speedy 

to those who suffer wrong, 

to help the poor and needy, 

and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, 

their darkness turn to light, 

whose souls, condemned and dying, 

were precious in his sight. 

Verse 3 

He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth: 

before him on the mountains 

shall peace, the herald, go; 

and righteousness in fountains 

from hill to valley flow. 

Verse 4 

Kings shall bown before him, 

and gold and incense bring; 

all nations shall adore him, 

his praise all people sing; 

to him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, 

a kingdom without end. 

Verse 5  

O’er every foe victorious, 

he on his throne shall rest; 

from age to age more glorious, 

all-blessing and all-blest: 

the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his Name shall stand for ever, 

his changeless Name of Love. 

The Dismissal 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 


