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The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

The people stand. 

Two purple candles are lit 

Celebrant This morning we light two candles. The first candle reminds us that 

Advent is a time of waiting. We wait in anticipation for God to fulfill 

every promise set forth in the Bible. The second candle reminds us that 

Advent is also a time of watching. We watch with expectant eyes, trusting 

that God is active, present, and constantly at work, leading all creation 

toward the plan of redemption. As we light the second candle, we ask for 

faith to watch for God’s presence and open eyes to see all that God is 

doing. 

Chorus - “Emmanuel”                                                                  Celebration Hymnal #243 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 

His name is called Emmanuel 

God with us, revealed in us 

His name is called Emmanuel 

 Let us pray: God in heaven, as we learn to wait in faith, help us now to 

watch in expectation. Open our eyes that we might see the ways you are at 

work around us, within us and through us.  Amen. 

The people remain standing 

The Processional Hymn “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry” vs. 1, 3, 5  

                                                                                                                    Hymnal1982 #76 
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Acclamation 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us; but if we 

confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 
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by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest continues 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

Celebrant  Lord have mercy.  

People   Christ have mercy. 

Celebrant  Lord have mercy. 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 

way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 

greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

The people sit. 

The First Lesson                               Malachi 3:1-4 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure 

the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
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For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 

years. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Response                     Canticle 16, The Song of Zechariah BCP, p.92  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight  

all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson                       Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about 

all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, 

both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is 

my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my 

prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 

for the glory and praise of God. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The people stand for the Gospel Proclamation 

The Gradual Hymn “O come, O come, Emmanuel” v. 3                     Soloist, Liz Mosier 

The Holy Gospel                                    Luke 3:1-6 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
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'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gradual Hymn “O come, O come, Emmanuel” v. 4                 Soloist, Chris Thorne 

The people sit. 

The Sermon                                                                 Fr. Scott Garno 

The people stand. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 



8 | R i t e  2  
The Second Sunday of Advent, December 5th, 2021 

 

         and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 

         in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 

As we listen to the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, we repent of our sins and 

turn our hearts to you, saying:  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Prepare us to receive your message of hope in our lives.  We pray for the Church, that it 

may proclaim the good news of salvation to the ends of the earth.  We continue to pray 

for our Diocese during this time of transition; may we remain steadfast in our love and 

faithfulness.   

Leader:    Lord, in your mercy, 

Response:   Hear our prayer.    

Look upon the countries and nations of this world who dwell in darkness.  May they 

respond to your call of repentance, strive for justice and show mercy to one another.   

Leader:    Lord, in your mercy, 

Response:   Hear our prayer.    
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Be present with us during our time of need.  We place before you the disease present in 

our world and we turn to you...our hope.  Give us grace to live together in love and 

minister to one another.   

Leader:    Lord, in your mercy, 

Response:   Hear our prayer.    

As we await your coming, keep us aware of those who are in need in our community 

especially the lonely, the elderly, the sick and the homeless.   Pour out your tender 

compassion upon them and empower us to reach out to them and be messengers of your 

love. 

Leader:   Lord, in your mercy, 

Response:   Hear our prayer.    

Grant that the souls of the departed may share the joy of all who have been witnesses to 

the message of salvation, especially Alisha Elmendorf, Kathie Cassidy, Nancy 

Panganiban, Ellsworth March, Marion Collins, James Moon, John Viebrock, Georgette 

Beaver, & Tanya Mitchell. May they enter into the fullness of your presence where they 

may worship and adore you forever.   

Leader:   Lord, in your mercy, 

Response:   Hear our prayer.    

Celebrant 

Heavenly Father, receive our prayers with those of all your people in every place…near 

and far.   Prepare the way, making every valley filled, every mountain low, every crooked 

way straight and every rough way smooth, as we await the coming of your most precious 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Parish Prayer for Mission 

Celebrant & People 

Heavenly Father, we ask you to help us fulfill our mission, to worship you in a 

loving community, to support people on their Christian Journey, and to empower 

disciples for service, so that we can bring Jesus to each other and to the world.  

Amen. 
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All stand. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

The people sit. 

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

Celebrant 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

Offertory Hymn  “Now The Heavens Start to Whisper”                      St. Stephen’s Choir 

The people stand. 

The Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord 

People And of thine own have we given thee. 

Eucharistic Prayer A   

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 

heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph  
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to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the  

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

      Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

      Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.   

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 

at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread              

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Then may be sung or said 

Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  
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O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

grant us thy peace. 

The Prayer of Humble Access            

People and Celebrant 

We do not presume to come this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much 

as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.  But thou art the same Lord whose 

property is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the 

flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore 

dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 

Celebrant 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

For those unable to worship in person with us today, we include this prayer.  A Spiritual 

Communion is a personal devotion that anyone can prayer at any time to express their 

desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede 

them from receiving Holy Communion. 

My Jesus, I believe you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  I 

love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 

you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  As though you have 

already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be 

separated from you.  Amen. 

(Spiritual Communion Prayer attributed to St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant and People 
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 

us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Celebrant  

May the peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God and of his Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

Recessional Hymn “Prepare the way, O Zion”                                         Hymnal1982 #65 
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The Dismissal 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Christmas Services at St. Stephen’s 
Christmas Eve: Holy Eucharist Rite II at 4:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 

Incense will be used at the 11:00 p.m. service. 

For those of you not joining us in person, the 8:00 p.m. service will be live-streamed. 

Christmas Day: one service of Holy Eucharist Rite I at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Advent & Christmas at St. Stephen’s 
❖ Christmas Flower Offering envelopes are in the pews.  Donations may be made in 

memory of loved ones, in celebration, or in thanksgiving for God’s many 

blessings.  For inclusion in the Christmas bulletins, please have all envelopes in 

church by Tuesday, December 21st.  The bulletins will be printed on the 22nd. 

 

❖ Adopt a Family! The link to the sign-up page is included in the weekly email and 

can be accessed from our website’s home page. Your support of this ministry is 

greatly appreciated.  If you prefer to shop online, feel free to make St. Stephen’s 

the shipping address.  If you wish to participate but not shop, we can do that for 

you!  Please make checks payable to St. Stephen’s, writing ‘Adopt a Family’ in 

the memo line.  Gifts do not need to be wrapped, but please label them using the 

descriptor from the list, e.g. (SH) Bedding - Design: Frozen - Size: Twin.   

Gifts must be in church by Monday, December 20th.  

  

❖ Advent Devotionals - please pick up your copy from the narthex or contact the 

office to request one be mailed to you. 
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❖ For those of you unable to attend the liturgies of Christmas in person, please 

contact the office if you’d like to make arrangements to receive the Blessed 

Sacrament at home.  Our clergy would be privileged and pleased to visit you. 

 

❖ The Adult Ed. Advent study continues on the Sundays of Advent at 6:30 p.m. on 

ZOOM.  Explore the meaning of the incarnation, the miracle of our creator 

choosing to become human and live among us.  

 

❖ Overflow Shelter Meals - We will be providing meals on the 10th & 17th of 

December to the overflow shelter on State Street.  If you’d like to help with the 

preparation and cooking, please let Gail know. 

 

❖ Reservations for the Bethlehem Community Day Christmas Dinner must be made 

by Monday, December 13th.  Contact Liz at Senior Services on 518-439-4955 

#1176 


